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community to come together to deal 
with an epidemic of gun violence in the 
way we would treat any other threat to 
the safety of our families and our com-
munities. We would study, we would 
work on solutions together, and we 
would act. 

Sadly, we’re still waiting. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until 2 
p.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 6 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess. 

f 

b 1400 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. HARRIS) at 2 p.m. 

f 

PRAYER 

Reverend Andrew Walton, Capitol 
Hill Presbyterian Church, Washington, 
D.C., offered the following prayer: 

Creating God, we come together 
today in a simple prayer. May we be 
who we are created to be, reflections of 
Your image. May we live as we know 
we should, as caretakers of creation. 
May we participate in the purpose of 
life, as companions to God and to one 
another. May we truly embrace the 
equality of humanity as ‘‘self-evident’’ 
and know that just beneath the surface 
of disagreement, conflict, discord, and 
even violence and death, there is a deep 
river of grace, love, and forgiveness 
that truly binds us. May this stream of 
eternal presence be solace for any pain 
in our lives; but, more importantly, in-
spiration and hope of reconciliation 
and peace in personal relationships, in 
our Nation, and throughout the world. 

May the deliberations and decisions 
of this day and all days take place in 
the spirit of common good, the spirit in 
which we are created. 

Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentleman from Maryland (Mr. SAR-
BANES) come forward and lead the 
House in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. SARBANES led the Pledge of Al-
legiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

AFFORDABLE CARE ACT—FISCAL 
CALAMITY IN WAITING 

(Mr. BURGESS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, almost 
a month after the Supreme Court has 
issued its decision on the so-called Af-
fordable Care Act, we have all had time 
to think and dissect their opinion and 
start to predict how this landmark rul-
ing will affect each and every one of us. 

I respect the role of the Court and 
the decision of the Justices, but I can’t 
help but tell you I was disappointed the 
entire law was upheld. I do believe the 
Affordable Care Act is detrimental to 
our Nation. Certainly it has been a wet 
blanket on our economy, and it is a 
real threat to the future of medicine in 
America. Since the passing of the law 
over 2 years ago, we have seen the 
strain it has placed on our economy. 
The pricetag continues to increase, 
sometimes staggeringly so. There are 
provisions which discourage small busi-
nesses from hiring, not to mention the 
commensurate government regula-
tions. 

Today, the Congressional Health 
Care Caucus held a panel discussion on 
what was one of its many panel discus-
sions on the current state of health 
care. Karen Ignagni, president and 
chief executive officer of America’s 
Health Insurance Plans, has said that 
the health care law won’t work unless 
it is changed or delayed. I couldn’t 
agree more. Dan Danner from the Na-
tional Federation of Independent Busi-
nesses was also present, and he said 
there has got to be a way to get price 
signals to people so they can partici-
pate in the cost of their care. 

The structure of this law, through 
the combination of new fees coupled 
with weak penalties for those who 
choose to not purchase will force the 
young and healthy to shoulder the ma-
jority of the financial burden of expan-
sion. Mr. Speaker, we must do away 
with this thing. 

f 

TURKISH OCCUPATION OF CYPRUS 
IS OFFENSE TO HUMAN DIGNITY 
(Mr. SARBANES asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. SARBANES. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to mark the 38th year of Tur-
key’s invasion and occupation of the 
Republic of Cyprus. I do so only days 
after Cyprus assumed the 6-month 
presidency of the European Union, yet 
Turkey, an EU candidate country, re-
fuses to recognize the Cypriot presi-
dency and has acted to freeze its com-
munications with the European Union. 

Since 1974, Turkey has engaged in the 
systematic destruction of the island’s 
Hellenic, Christian, and Turkish Cyp-
riot heritage. This year, the U.S. Com-
mission on International Religious 
Freedom placed Turkey on its watch 
list ‘‘as a country of particular con-
cern.’’ 

The presence of 45,000 Turkish troops 
on the island, along with over 200,000 
Turkish colonialists, is an offense to 
human dignity. 

Mr. Speaker, it is time for Turkey to 
meet the expectations of the inter-
national community by ending its dec-
ades-long occupation of Cyprus. 

f 

NATION JOINS COLORADO IN 
MOURNING VICTIMS OF SENSE-
LESS VIOLENCE 

(Mr. POLIS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. POLIS. Mr. Speaker, my home 
State of Colorado had a tragedy over 
the weekend, a mass murder that will 
forever remain on the minds of all 
Coloradans and all Americans. The 
tragedy extends beyond those who were 
killed and those who were injured to 
our friends, our neighbors, everybody 
impacted by this senseless act of terror 
in my home State. I would like to 
thank President Obama for joining the 
families impacted in mourning. I would 
like to thank all of those in Colorado 
and across the country who have sent 
their thoughts, their care, their re-
sources to all of us in Colorado in a 
time of need. 

This also should serve as an occasion 
for all of us to acknowledge what is 
special and important in our lives, to 
celebrate every day we have on this 
planet, the health of our family, our 
own health and safety, and hope and 
pray to God that the tragedy that im-
pacted Colorado will not happen again 
in Colorado or anywhere else. 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE 
CLERK OF THE HOUSE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of 
Representatives: 

OFFICE OF THE CLERK, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Washington, DC, July 20, 2012. 
Hon. JOHN A. BOEHNER, 
The Speaker, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of 
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, I have the honor to transmit a sealed 
envelope received from the White House on 
July 20, 2012, at 4:07 p.m., and said to contain 
a message from the President whereby he no-
tifies the Congress concerning the national 
emergency with respect to Somalia. 

With best wishes, I am 
Sincerely, 

KAREN L. HAAS, 
Clerk of the House. 

f 

NATIONAL EMERGENCY WITH RE-
SPECT TO SOMALIA—MESSAGE 
FROM THE PRESIDENT OF THE 
UNITED STATES (H. DOC. NO. 112– 
126) 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message 
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